Birds in the City of Tacna at 500 to 600 m
From 1995 to 2001 (I lived here from April 1996 to June 2000)
*  = Seen at the Sewer treatments lagoons

(Bird name) = Escaped birds 

1. (Number) = Number of birds seen

2.  Pied-billed Grebe*

17.08.01(1)

3.  Markham’s Storm-Petrel

One found alive at 600 m, I saw it (and photographed it)

4. 28.11.97, my friend José Pizarro also found one on a road close to Tacna about two years earlier. While talking to the people at the place were the bird was found, another person told me he found one some years ago. They also told me the bird could be heard some times during the night, and they called it “Alondrina”. This bird was found 55 kilometers form the seashore. It indicates that they might be able to breed inland.
5. Neotropical Cormorant*

18.03.00(2)

6. Snowy Egret*


Max. 57 at the Sewers 17.08.01



7. Cattle Egret


Seen in the fields, max. 15+

8. Great Egret*


Max. 10 at the Sewers 25.08.99

9. Little Blue Heron*

20.10.98(1 imm), 02.09.99(1 ad), 09.10.99(3 ad), 
10. 18.03.00(2 ad + 1 juv), 17.08.01(4 ad + 2 juv). It looks like this bird is getting more common, it probably breeds at Ite.  
11. Night Heron


Breeding in palms some places (also close to the Sewers)

12. Puna Ibis



23.08.99(5), they were flying towards the Andes

13. Black-faced Ibis*


20.10.98(4), first discussed if they were Andean Ibis, but 

14. The fresher head/neck color, gray breastband and larger black wattles indicates that they were Black-faced Ibis. Are these from the Chilean population? There are very few observations of this species form Southern-Peru lately, I know the species have been seen Camaná, Arequipa (E. Málaga/O. Gonzalez). 
15. Cinnamon Teal*


20.10.98(7), 09.10.99(1)

16. Andean Duck*


20.10.98(1 male)

17. Turkey Vulture


Common

18. Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle
Mostly seen above 1000 m, seen once in the city, and 

also Ite.

19. Red-backed Hawk

26.07.95 (1), 09.06.99(1), 16.10.99(1) 

20. American Kestrel


Common

21. Aplomado Falcon


28.07.98(1), I have also some observations believed to be 

this species.
22. Peregrine



23.06.95 (1), 17.11.95(1), 22.11.95(1), 20.02.97(1),

04.10.97(1), 06.10.97(1), 05.12.97(1), 30.01.98(1), 29.08.99(1), 25.02.00(1) 

23. Mountain Caracara

17.10.95(1 ad) at 350 m, 24.05.97(1 ad), during its 

migration I have seen several in the desert between

Tacna and Moquegua.   

24. Common Gallinule*

20.02.00(1)

25. Whilson’s Phalarope*

20.10.98(9), 02.09.99(37)

26. Peruvian Thick-Knee

Common after dusk

27. American Golden Plover*
20.10.98(1)

28. Killdeer*



Max. 5 at the Sewers, it is breeding there

29. Lesser Yellowlegs*

Max 4 at the Sewers

30. Greater Yellowlegs*

Max 2 at the Sewers

31. Spotted Sandpiper*

Max 3 at the Sewers

32. Semipalmated Sandpiper*
09.10.99(5)

33. Least Sandpiper*


20.10.98(3)

34. Baird’s Sandpiper*

07.09.95(3), 20.10.95(4)

35. Pectoral Sandpiper*

20.02.00(5)

36. Stilt Sandpiper*


06.03.99(3)

37. Gray-hooded Gull*

02.09.99(1)

38. Franklin’s Gull


Seen in the city during “el niño”. It seems like this bird 

does not suffer during “el niño” years. Several thousand

can bee seen looking for food in the flowering desert (are they eating insects?), but they are almost absent from the seashore during “el niño”. Most of them were sleeping at Tomasiri (The Custom) behind some high walls.    
39. Andean Gull*


03.04.00(1)

40. White-winged Dove

Common

41. Eared Dove


Common

42. Croaking Ground-Dove

Common
43. (Ringed Turtle-Dove)

One of uncertain origin seen several times close to my 

house March-April 2000.
44. Groove-billed Ani

Seen from time to time along cultivated fields

45. Mountain Parakeet

06.06.95(1), 25.06.95(3), 18.05.97(2), 09.07.97(14), 

31.08.97(4), 11.09.97(4), Mountain Parakeet 28.07.98(30+)

46. Scarlet-fronted Parakeet

Seen August to December all years, but also seen 

47. between February and May in 1998 and 1999 (because of “el niño”?) 

48. (Canary-winged Parakeet)
One seen June 1995

49. Burrowing Owl


Seen in the fields

50. Barn Owl



Seen during the day 18.05.98(1)

51. Magellanic Horned Owl   
Heard June 1995, one seen in the city December 2000. 

52. Peruvian Pygmy-Owl

Common

53. Lesser Nighthawk


Seen several times at the airport.

54. Band-winged Nightjar 

Only seen above 1000 m

55. Chimney Swift


13.11.95 (1), 04.04.99(1), 17.04.99(1) 

56. Andean Swift


Seen Calana at 890 m, and along the coast (Ite).

57. Peruvian Sheartail

Common

58. Oasis Hummingbird

Common

59. Purple-collared Woodstar
One male 26.06.95, also seen in “Lomas” 

60. Grayish Miner


Seen from time to time in rocky and deserted places
61. Common Miner


Seen at 550 m. outside the city during “el niño” 
62. Bran-colored Flycatcher

13.07.95 (1), I have two other observations of this bird 

from the city, one of them from my own garden.
63. Cinnamon-bellied Ground-Tyrant 
Two  at 650 m 11.05.95

64. Dark-faced Ground-Tyrant
Seen from May to October, most common Sewers 

65. Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant
Most commons above 700 m.

66. Vermilion Flycatcher

Common

67. House Wren


Common

68. Mockingbird sp.


22.06.99(1), believed to be Chilean Mockinbird

69. Blue-and-White Swallow

Common
70. Barn Swallow


Commonly seen during migration

71. Chilean Swallow


One seen in a group of Blue-and-White Swallow at 

Tomasiri (Custom) close to Tacna 20.01.98. It was a fogy day so the birds flew close to the ground. I observed the flock about 30 minutes (at close rang) while waiting for the customs examination of the bus. Had and back were bluish, the bird had no white on forehead (I have seen White-rumped Swallow several times in Bolivia, and I have always seen the white supraloral). I suppose January is an unusual time for this bird in Peru. I am not sure if some of the observed birds in Peru are published with description. Should I publish this observation?     
72. Cinereous Conebill

Common

73. Shiny Cowbird


First observation 02.07.95, common

74. Peruvian Meadowlark

Common in the fields

75. (Blue-Gray Tanager)

30.04.99(1)

76. Blue-black Grassquit

Seen in fields and gardens

77. Chestnut-throated Seedeater
Seen in fields and gardens

78. Hooded Siskin


Common

79. (Saffron Finch)


One seen October 1995, several seen April to June 2000

80. Rufous-collared Sparrow

Common

81. House Sparrow


Common

Bird I have not seen in Tacna: 

Chilean Woodstar: I have look for it in and around the city.

Short-tailed Field-Tyrant: I have a strange observation of this bird from Calientes, Tacna at 1200 m. But this is the only observation I have of this bird from Tacna. An old person who knows a lot about birds told me that it was common here when he was young. 

Slender-billed Finch: I have just seen it at higher and lover elevations.

